
 

March 27, 2026 
 

Economic Research Service  

1400 Independence Avenue SW, Mail Stop 1800  

Washington, DC 20250-1800 

Attention: Nisha Murray 

 

Re: Request for Information: Opportunities, Challenges, and Emerging Areas in 

Statistical Data, Analysis, and Research 

 

Dear Ms. Murray, 

 

MAZON: A Jewish Response to Hunger provides these comments in response to the 

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Request for Information (RFI): Opportunities, 

Challenges, and Emerging Areas in Statistical Data, Analysis, and Research. Given the 

importance of eliminating hunger across this nation, MAZON urges USDA to reinstate 

the Food Security Supplement (FSS) to the Current Population Survey (CPS), the gold 

standard for measuring food security, and the annual Household Food Security (HFS) 

reports and accompanying materials, including public-facing data visualizations and 

charts. 

 

Inspired by Jewish values and ideals, MAZON is a national advocacy organization 

working to end hunger among people of all faiths and backgrounds in the United States 

and Israel. For over 40 years, MAZON has been committed to ensuring that people 

have access to the resources they need to be able to put food on the table. MAZON is a 

leading voice on anti-hunger issues, including those that have been previously 

overlooked or under-addressed. This mission includes protecting federal food 

programs for all families and individuals who rely on these programs to nourish 

themselves. 

Which ERS research or analytical products are most valuable to your work, and how 

do you use them? 

 

MAZON engages in significant outreach and education to the Jewish community 

educating them about hunger in America, the foundation of which rests almost entirely 

on the FSS data and the HFS reports.1 We engage in state and local advocacy all over 

the United States, and this data guides us in determining where are services are most 

needed, what the impact has been, and how to improve and/or continue approaches to 

reduce food insecurity for millions of Americans. These reports guide MAZON in its 

 
1 See, e.g., Hunger in America, MAZON, https://mazon.org/wp-content/uploads/HungerInAmerica_f.pdf 

(last visited March 26, 2026); Resources, https://mazon.org/resources/k-12-curriculum/, MAZON (last 

visited March 26, 2026). 

https://mazon.org/wp-content/uploads/HungerInAmerica_f.pdf
https://mazon.org/resources/k-12-curriculum/


 

policy work, and we rely on having current data to ensure our efforts are both accurate 

and impactful. 

 

Countless organizations use this ERS data. For example, researchers and scholars cite 

the HFS reports in hundreds of papers each year.2 
 

For 30 years, continuously and under presidential administrations from both parties—

including the first Trump administration—the HFS reports have provided the trusted, 

objective, nonpartisan information necessary for the faith community, educators, 

advocates, and policymakers alike to tackle the growing moral crisis of hunger in the 

U.S. by quantifying and describing the incidence of food insecurity across the nation. 

Collecting and publishing this information with regularity and rigor on an annual basis is 

a matter of accountability, transparency, and responsible governance. Failing to both 

collect and publish the results of the gold standard FSS eliminates a critical, 

irreplaceable set of indicators that measure the health of our economy and the 

capacity to evaluate the effects of economic and policy changes on hunger in this 

country.3 
 

The FSS provides several methodological advantages that no other federal dataset 

replicates:4 
 

• Thirty years of continuous time series data, enabling long-term trend analysis 

across multiple economic changes. 

• Large nationally representative sample sizes, allowing statistically reliable 

estimates for the national population and for important subgroups of the 

population. The sample size is large enough to produce estimates at the state 

level when 3 years of data are pooled together. 

• State-level identifiers, enabling geographic analysis and policy evaluation. 

 
2 See, e.g., Household food security in the United States in 2022, GOOGLE SCHOLAR, 

https://scholar.google.com/scholar?cites=16966170933954562420&as_sdt=20005&sciodt=0,9&hl=en 

(last visited March 27, 2026); Household food security in the United States in 2021, GOOGLE SCHOLAR, 

https://scholar.google.com/scholar?cites=5585490125433572234&as_sdt=20005&sciodt=0,9&hl=en 

(last visited March 27, 2026). 
3 U.S. DEP’T OF AGRIC. ECON. RSCH. SERV., SUPPORTING STATEMENT FOR EXTENSION OF OMB APPROVAL OF THE 

FOOD SECURITY SUPPLEMENT TO THE CURRENT POPULATION SURVEY, REGINFO.GOV (2025), 

https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/DownloadDocument?objectID=150543902; Melanie Klein, Beth 

Jarosz, Ronette Briefel & Gina Plata-Nino, Threats to Food Security Data: Why the “Redundancy” Claim Doesn’t 

Hold Up, FOOD RSCH. & ACTION CTR. (2025), https://frac.org/blog/threats-to-food-security-data-why-the-

redundancy-claim-doesnt-hold-up. 
4 Kari Williams & Isabel Pastoor, Measuring Food Security with U.S. Federal Data – Use It for Good,  

POPDATA.ORG, (Oct. 10, 2025), https://blog.popdata.org/food-security-data-cps/; Colleen M. Heflin, Michele 

Ver Ploeg & Elaine Waxman, NOT ALL MEASURES ARE THE SAME: HOW FOOD ACCESS INDICATORS DIFFER AND WHY THAT 

MATTERS, URB. INST., (Feb. 13, 2026), https://www.urban.org/research/publication/not-all-measures-are-

same-how-food-access-indicators-differ-and-why-matters.  

https://scholar.google.com/scholar?cites=16966170933954562420&as_sdt=20005&sciodt=0,9&hl=en
https://scholar.google.com/scholar?cites=5585490125433572234&as_sdt=20005&sciodt=0,9&hl=en
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/DownloadDocument?objectID=150543902
https://frac.org/blog/threats-to-food-security-data-why-the-redundancy-claim-doesnt-hold-up
https://frac.org/blog/threats-to-food-security-data-why-the-redundancy-claim-doesnt-hold-up
https://blog.popdata.org/food-security-data-cps/
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/not-all-measures-are-same-how-food-access-indicators-differ-and-why-matters
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/not-all-measures-are-same-how-food-access-indicators-differ-and-why-matters


 

• The full 18-item Household Food Security Survey Module, which measures the 

full severity spectrum of food insecurity, including experiences for both adults 

and children. 

• Detailed contextual variables, including food expenditures, minimum necessary 

food spending, participation in public benefit programs, and use of charitable 

food assistance. 

 

The FSS Module was developed through extensive research and validation by USDA 

researchers and collaborators. The module is widely recognized as the gold standard 

for measuring food insecurity in the United States.5 Because the FSS includes the full 

18-item module and large annual samples, it enables robust national and state-level 

estimates that are not possible with other datasets. Further, the $1 million annual 

spending on the FSS6 is a small but impactful tool to evaluate how well our nation’s 

$140 billion annual investments in nutrition assistance programs7 are working. Changes 

to these nutrition assistance programs without reliable data makes them arbitrary and 

subject to challenge.  

 

The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) approved an extension of the FSS 

information collection on April 30, 2025, with approval lasting through April 30, 2028. 

USDA itself acknowledged the uniqueness of the FSS in this recent Information 

Collection Request approved by the OMB, noting that other surveys “do not provide 

suitable data for timely and reliable monitoring of the prevalence and severity of food 

insecurity in the Nation’s households and in critical subpopulations.”8 USDA must 

collaborate with the U.S. Census Bureau to resume this critical information collection 

that captures irreplaceable food security data.  

 

The HFS report has showcased multiple insights from the FSS over the years. For 

example, the FSS suggests that the Trump administration’s COVID response was robust 

and prevented an increase in food insecurity.9   

 

The 2024 HFS report found that 13.7 percent of U.S. households are food insecure—up 

from 13.5 percent in 2023. With the recent implementation of the budget reconciliation 

law (H.R. 1) that cuts the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) by $187 

 
5 CHRIS DICK & BETH JAROSZ, Forsaking Food Security, DATAINDEX.US, (Sept.  25, 2025), 

https://dataindex.us/newsletter/article/0e1a7dbb-47d1-4019-abb2-c1b7ef6c81f1.  
6 What Will Replace the USDA Food Security Report?, FOOD BANK NEWS (OCT. 8, 2025), 

https://foodbanknews.org/what-will-replace-the-usda-food-security-report.  
7 Total spending on USDA’s food and nutrition assistance programs, U.S. DEP’T OF AGRIC. ECON. RSCH. SERV. (July 24, 

2025), https://www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/chart-gallery/chart-detail?chartId=58388.  
8 U.S. DEP’T OF AGRIC. ECON. RSCH. SERV., supra note 3, 6. 
9 Alisha Coleman-Jensen, Matthew P. Rabbitt, Christian A. Gregory & Anita Singh, HOUSEHOLD FOOD SECURITY IN 

THE UNITED STATES IN 2020, U.S. DEP’T OF AGRIC. ECON. RSCH. SERV. (Sept. 2021),  

https://ers.usda.gov/sites/default/files/_laserfiche/publications/102076/ERR-298.pdf?v=41278. 

https://dataindex.us/newsletter/article/0e1a7dbb-47d1-4019-abb2-c1b7ef6c81f1
https://foodbanknews.org/what-will-replace-the-usda-food-security-report
https://www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/chart-gallery/chart-detail?chartId=58388
https://ers.usda.gov/sites/default/files/_laserfiche/publications/102076/ERR-298.pdf?v=41278


 

billion over the next decade, it is more important than ever to have accurate and 

transparent data to track changes in food security across the nation. H.R. 1 made many 

substantial changes to the SNAP program, in terms of work requirements, what counts 

as deductions to income for eligibility and benefit level determination, and how the 

costs of the program are shared between states and the federal government. These 

changes could impact participation in SNAP, which could impact food security. The CPS-

FSS is the best data set for understanding whether these policy changes helped or hurt. 

Further, eliminating data collections and reports does not eliminate hunger in this 

country—it eliminates critical information necessary to understand the scale of and 

reduce hunger.  

 

The scope of this issue calls for more highly informed government insight and 

intervention—not less. Until everyone has enough to eat in this country, the federal 

government needs to have the best available data to make informed policy decisions 

that will impact tens of millions of families. Collecting and publishing this information on 

an annual basis is a matter of accountability, transparency, and responsible 

governance, especially during a time of economic uncertainty and dramatic changes to 

federal anti-poverty policy. 

 

Consequently, MAZON urges the USDA to collaborate with the U.S. Census Bureau to 

reinstate the annual FSS, so USDA has the data to restore the annual HFS report.  

What new topic areas should USDA prioritize for data products? 

 

USDA should prioritize strengthening national food security research rather than 

reducing it. Reliable federal statistics are essential for informing policy decisions, 

evaluating economic conditions, and ensuring accountability in federal programs. The 

FSS is one of the most important datasets for understanding economic hardship and 

food access in the United States. 

 

Maintaining this dataset is consistent with federal statistical policy. Under the 

Foundations for Evidence-Based Policymaking Act of 2018 and the Office of 

Management and Budget’s Statistical Policy Directives, federal statistical agencies are 

required to produce data that are objective, accurate, timely, and relevant to policy 

evaluation.10 The FSS meets these standards and plays a critical role in ensuring the 

integrity of national food security measurement. In addition to maintaining the FSS, 

priority research areas for USDA should include: 

 

 
10 Foundations for Evidence-Based Policymaking Act of 2018, Pub. L. No. 115-435, 132 Stat. 5529 (2019); 

https://www.bls.gov/bls/statistical-policy-directives.htm.  

https://www.bls.gov/bls/statistical-policy-directives.htm


 

• Analysis of food insecurity among rural populations, older adults, military and 

veteran populations, and the LGBTQI+ community 

• Research on the relationship between food insecurity, health outcomes, housing 

instability, and economic hardship 

• Evaluation of federal nutrition programs, including SNAP, and their impact on 

household food security 

• Continue to build on research about well-documented survey mode effects11 to 

identify how responses to online vs. telephone vs. in person modes of surveys 

impact responses 

Are there ERS or NASS data products that are duplicative or outdated? 

 

Contrary to USDA’s assertion, the HFS data products and the underlying FSS survey are 

neither duplicative nor outdated.12 Other surveys fail to capture the quality, breadth, or 

scale of data the FSS does.13 

 

Several federal surveys in particular include food security-related questions alongside 

broader measures of health, housing, and economic well-being (notably, the National 

Health Interview Survey and the American Community Survey). These surveys are 

complementary rather than duplicative. As opposed to the full 18-item FSS Module, 

these surveys typically rely on abbreviated food security measures and have smaller or 

less targeted sample sizes for food security analysis. For example, the American 

Community Survey includes food security-related items such as participation in SNAP, 

income-to-poverty ratio, and socioeconomic indicators that serve as indirect proxies for 

food hardship of a limited sample of respondents. These other surveys allow 

researchers to examine how food access interacts with broader social and economic 

conditions. However, these surveys do not contain all the features that make the CPS-

FSS the gold standard and so cannot replace the FSS, which serves as the national 

benchmark dataset for food insecurity prevalence.  

 

 
11 See, e.g., American Community Survey and Puerto Rico Community Survey Design and Methodology, U.S. DEP’T 

OF COMMERCE, U.S. CENSUS BUREAU (Dec. 2024), https://www2.census.gov/programs-

surveys/acs/methodology/design_and_methodology/2024/acs_design_methodology_report_2024.pdf; 

Frauke Kreuter, Stanley Presser & Roger Tourangeau, Social Desirability Bias in CATI, IVR, and Web Surveys: 

The Effects of Mode and Question Sensitivity, 72 PUB. OP. Q. 847, 847-865 (Dec. 2008), available at 

https://doi.org/10.1093/poq/nfn063; Roger Tourangeau & Ting Yan, Sensitive questions in surveys, 133 Psych. 

Bull 859, 859-883 (2007), https://doi.org/10.1037/0033-2909.133.5.859.  
12 Klein et al., supra note 3. 
13 Heflin et al., Not All Measures Are the Same. 

https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/methodology/design_and_methodology/2024/acs_design_methodology_report_2024.pdf
https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/methodology/design_and_methodology/2024/acs_design_methodology_report_2024.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1093/poq/nfn063
https://doi.org/10.1037/0033-2909.133.5.859


 

If USDA wants to identify ways to improve the FSS,14 then USDA should collaborate with 

researchers and other stakeholders on improvements—not eliminate the collection of 

this critical data. 

Do you use non-USDA data to supplement USDA datasets?  

 

Researchers frequently use non-USDA datasets to examine specific populations or 

policy contexts. However, these datasets are typically used in combination with FSS data 

rather than as substitutes. The FSS serves as the national benchmark for measuring 

food insecurity, enabling researchers to contextualize findings from other surveys. 

Without the FSS, it would be significantly more difficult to interpret trends in food 

insecurity or evaluate policy impacts. 

What tools or formats would improve usability of ERS, NASS, and OCE-WAOB products 

(e.g., dashboards, machine-readable files, visualizations, downloadable tables)?  

 

For years, ERS has created transparent, interactive HFS charts15 that are objective and 

not manipulated. These charts bring the FSS data to life, reaching more audiences, 

through visualizations. Because the FSS is no longer being fielded, ERS can no longer 

compile these interactive charts. For example, the “Trends in U.S. food security” ERS 

chart can no longer be updated. 

 

 
14 See, e.g., Alisha Coleman-Jensen & Matthew P. Rabbitt, Analysis of the Current Population Survey Food 

Security Supplement Split-Panel Test, AGECON SEARCH (2023), 

https://ageconsearch.umn.edu/record/338947/?v=pdf; Irma Arteaga & Parke E. Wilde, Measuring Food 

Security in the United States for More Than 25 years: History, Methods, Findings, and Opportunities, 123 J. OF THE 

ACAD. OF NUTRITION AND DIETETICS S5-S19 (2023), https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jand.2023.01.007; Laura Hales, 

Matthew P. Rabbitt & Shellye Suttles, Simulating the Impact of Implementing Preliminary Food Security 

Screening Procedures in the Status of Forces Survey of Active Duty Members, AGECON SEARCH (2026), 

https://ageconsearch.umn.edu/record/392429/?v=pdf; John Robert Warren, Jessie Himmelstern & Andrew 

Halpern-Manners, Panel Conditioning Biases in the Current Population Survey’s Food Security Supplement, 88 

PUB. OP. Q. 193, 193-213 (2024), https://doi.org/10.1093/poq/nfae001.  
15 Food Security in the U.S. – Interactive Charts and Highlights, U.S. DEP’T OF AGRIC. ECON. RSCH. SERV. (Feb. 18, 

2026), https://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/food-nutrition-assistance/food-security-in-the-us/interactive-

charts-and-highlights.  

https://ageconsearch.umn.edu/record/338947/?v=pdf
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jand.2023.01.007
https://ageconsearch.umn.edu/record/392429/?v=pdf
https://doi.org/10.1093/poq/nfae001
https://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/food-nutrition-assistance/food-security-in-the-us/interactive-charts-and-highlights
https://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/food-nutrition-assistance/food-security-in-the-us/interactive-charts-and-highlights


 

 
 

This chart provides helpful context in fluctuations in food insecurity rates over the 

years. For example, the dip in 2021 demonstrates how effective COVID relief programs 

and boosts to nutrition assistance were in preventing millions more families from 

experiencing food insecurity. Food insecurity rates increased as COVID relief programs 

ended. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Single mothers are one of MAZON’s priority populations. Because the USDA canceled 

the FSS, this ERS chart can no longer be updated: 

 

 
 

No child should go hungry, but because the USDA canceled the FSS, these ERS charts 

can no longer be updated: 



 

 
 

 



 

MAZON urges USDA to collaborate with the U.S. Census Bureau to reinstate the annual 

FSS, so USDA has the data to continue creating these critical interactive charts that 

enable stakeholders to address the realities the charts reveal through policy and truly 

begin to end hunger in the United States. 

What is the best way for ERS, NASS, and OCE-WAOB to receive ongoing feedback on its 

data and analysis? Are there groups or forums we should engage with more regularly? 

 

The ERS should have an ongoing feedback loop with researchers, anti-hunger 

advocates, farmers, and other stakeholders on the FSS and HFS—not unilaterally stop 

this critical information collection and accompanying report. Unfortunately, this is part 

of a broader trend in this Administration to stop statistical data collections.16 USDA 

must collaborate with other agencies to reverse these critical data collection efforts and 

seek regular feedback from stakeholders in ways to improve agency data and analysis.  

 

In summary, MAZON objects to the unilateral cancellation of the FSS and HFS report 

and accompanying charts. We urge USDA to collaborate with the U.S. Census Bureau to 

reinstate the annual FSS, so USDA has the data to restore the annual HFS report and 

charts. MAZON is available to discuss these recommendations further. If you have any 

questions, please contact Sarah Hassmer, Senior Staff Attorney, at 

shassmer@mazon.org.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Abby J. Leibman  

President & CEO  

MAZON: A Jewish Response to Hunger 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
16 Shifra Dayak & Anna Kramer, Federal Data Is Disappearing, NOTUS (Feb. 2, 2026), 

https://www.notus.org/trump-white-house/federal-data-is-disappearing; Victoria Hunter Gibney & Cara 

Brumfield, Federal Data Are Disappearing as Statistical Agencies Face Budget Cuts and Political Pressure, CTR. ON 

BUDGET AND POL’Y PRIORITIES (Sept. 29, 2025), https://www.cbpp.org/research/poverty-and-

inequality/federal-data-are-disappearing-as-statistical-agencies-face-budget.  

mailto:shassmer@mazon.org
https://www.notus.org/trump-white-house/federal-data-is-disappearing
https://www.cbpp.org/research/poverty-and-inequality/federal-data-are-disappearing-as-statistical-agencies-face-budget
https://www.cbpp.org/research/poverty-and-inequality/federal-data-are-disappearing-as-statistical-agencies-face-budget
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