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BackGroUnd 

you lead the largest synagogue in the state. You are committed to social justice and believe 
that access to healthy food is a human right, and that Jewish teaching says that societies 
have a duty to protect their most vulnerable both through individual acts of charity and a 
social safety net.

Your congregation has run food and clothing drives and organized letter writing campaigns 
to elected offi  cials about environmental issues. Recently, you’ve connected with MAZON 
and have started to talk about issues of food insecurity during your sermons. You and your 
board have for the last year been planning to start a permanent food collection and 
distribution program at the synagogue, but you want to divert some of that energy to 
advocating for this bill.

You will argue for the bill from a policy and economic perspective, but will also use 
religious / Jewish teachings to argue your message.

poSition on the Bill

you are a strong supporter! You work closely with MAZON so the two of you may choose 
to make a decision together about whether or not to support the fi nal bill based on what 
amendments have been accepted.

• You support Amendment 1 but will support the bill either way.

• You do not want Amendment 2 but it is your choice whether that is a deal breaker.

• You cannot support the bill if it contains Amendment 3.

relationShip to other actorS

• Senators A and B were elected with the support of the Jewish community, and while they 
don’t know you personally they know that in some ways you have a lot of infl uence in the 
Jewish community. You have no relationship with Senator C.

• You work closely with End Hunger Now and MAZON on this bill.

• You lead the congregation that the Jewish community members attend.

RABBI
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additional GoalS

• Represent both the Jewish perspective and the Jewish community when meeting with 
elected offi  cials and anti-hunger advocates. As the face of the Jewish community on this 
issue, it’s your job to make sure everyone you talk to knows that the Jewish community 
in your state cares about hunger issues, and to make sure you are representing their 
views accurately.

• Convince the Jewish community that advocacy is the way to eff ect change and impact 
lives on a greater scale.

RABBI
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state of calissouri senate

Title of Bill:

Healthy Eating, Here at Home
BE IT ENACTED BY LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALISSOURI

1	 SECTION 1: BILL DETAILS

2

3	 SNAP recipients are able to receive dollar for dollar matching vouchers for SNAP

4	 benefits they spend at farmers markets, up to $10 per week. There is no cap on the

5	 number of vouchers farmers markets may give out.

6

7	 Farmers market EBT booths will have tokens that SNAP recipients may exchange for

8	 EBT dollars.

9

10	 Farmers markets will keep logs of how many people use the tokens, and will apply for

11	 reimbursement at the end of each month. They may also apply for grants to advertise the

12	 voucher program and to pay for the extra administrative cost of running the program.

13

14	 Only people already on SNAP can participate in this program.

15

16	 The program will be run by End Hunger Now, who will be responsible for administration,

17	 outreach, and evaluation.

18

19

20

Eighty-Ninth Session S.B. No. 47

State of  
Calissouri
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21	 SECTION 2: FUNDING

22

23	 The program will receive annual funding of $500,000 from the Calissouri’s budget. This

24	 funding goes to a non-profit (End Hunger Now), who will run the program. The money

25	 may be spent on:

26		 • Directly reimbursing farmers markets for vouchers.

27	 • Advertising/outreach and administration (additional staffing, bookkeeping, etc.)

28	 grants.

29	

30	 The money may NOT be spent on:

31	 • Helping farmers markets to set up booths that except EBT cards (credit cards on

32	 which SNAP money is loaded).

33	 • Administration of farmers market EBT booths not directly related to the vouchers

34	 program.

35

36	 The funding is guaranteed for two years, after which End Hunger Now and the State

37	 legislature will evaluate the program and determine if it is successful and worth

38	 continuing to fund.

39

40	 SECTION 3: POTENTIAL AMENDMENTS

41

42	 Amendment 1: Double the yearly funding, and raise the voucher amount to $25 / week.

43

44	 Amendment 2: Instead of a set $500,000 yearly sum, pay for the bill through 5% sales tax

45	 increase (which is calculated by the Calissouri State Budget Office to yield about the

46	 same amount of revenue).

47

48	 Amendment 3: Reinstate work requirements: Unemployed adults without children may

49	 only stay on SNAP for 3 months at a time unless they find work.
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SNAP Backgrounder

What is SNAP?
The Supplemental  
Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP), formerly 
known food stamps, is a 
government program that 
helps low income Americans 
to purchase healthy food. 
SNAP recipients receive 
a monthly stipend loaded 
onto an Electronic Benefits 
Transfer (EBT) card, which 
looks like a credit card 
and can be used at most grocery stores as well as some 
convenience stores and farmers markets.

SNAP is a federal program, but it is run by states. It is an 
entitlement program, meaning that any household that 
is eligible for the program is entitled to receive benefits, 
and states are not allowed to turn anybody away  
because they run out of money. Anybody who meets 
the eligibility requirements is able to access SNAP.

SNAP participants do not fit one single profile, but 
many of the people who benefit from SNAP are

•	 Working part-time or low wage jobs

•	 Unemployed

•	 Receiving welfare or other public assistance

•	 Elderly or disabled

•	 homeless

The size of the benefit depends on each family’s income 
as well as other factors. In 2016 the average monthly 
benefit for a family of four was $471, which translates to 
$1.31 per meal per person. SNAP benefits are meant to 
supplement, rather than replace families’ meal budgets.

Eligibility
Eligibility requirements 
vary by state, but in general 
households below 130% 
the federal poverty line 
($31,980 per year for a 
family of four in 2016) are 
eligible to receive SNAP 
based on their income. 
Certain expenses, such  
as childcare payments  
and medical expenses,  
are subtracted when 

determining income. Households must also pass a 
resource test, meaning that the value of their eligible 
assets must be below a certain amount, which in most 
states is around $2250, or $3250 for households with a 
disabled or elderly family member. Home lot values, SSI 
and TANF (cash based government assistance programs) 
benefits, and most pension plans do not count as  
eligible assets.

Certain SNAP users must comply with work requirements 
in order to continue to receive benefits. Childless, 
able-bodied adults who are able to work receive SNAP 
for a maximum of 3 months in a 36 month period unless 
they (1) are working at least 20 hours a week, (2) are 
at least a half-time student, or (3) are enrolled in a job 
training program. During the Great Recession, when  
unemployment was high, many states obtained waivers 
to get rid of the work requirement. In recent years  
many of those states are deciding to reinstate work 
requirements.
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We will never food bank our way out of hunger
April 15, 2015 |  Joh Prota

Among the mth aout hunger in America frequentl repeated i the notion that it i etter for local
charitie to feed people, not the government. The maive cale of the iue of hunger, the complex
factor contriuting to thi prolem, and the repone necear to adequatel addre it reveal a far
different truth: charit alone i not the anwer to ending hunger.

Charitale organization – including MAZON’ nationwide network of partner on the front line – were not
conceived to feed entire communitie. Intead, thee food ank, food pantrie, and oup kitchen help to
alleviate what were thought to e temporar or emergenc ituation. The charitale ector provide an
important hort-term fix ut i inherentl inufficient to olve the temic prolem of hunger. Man of
thee agencie are mall operation open onl a few da a week and for a few hour of each da. The are
largel volunteer run, often out of aement or cloet at their local houe of worhip, and the primaril
ditriute food that ha een donated from within their communitie. The impl could never have the
capacit to feed the ignificant and peritent numer of people who need help.
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The U.. Department of Agriculture pla a trong and vital role in enuring that hungr American have
acce to food  adminitering 15 ditinct food and nutrition aitance program. Thee federal aitance
program erve a our nation’ frontline defene againt food inecurit. We cannot food ank our wa to an
end to hunger, nor do charitie have the mean to fill the gap left  declining government upport. Onl the
government ha the capacit to addre an iue with the magnitude of hunger and work toward a olution
to thi prolem.

It i eential that the government nutrition afet net program are operated with the utmot effectivene,
efficienc, and accountailit, and the UDA work diligentl to enure thi i the cae. uch well-run
government program emod our national commitment to account for the need and right of all
American and our collective reponiilit to care for the mot vulnerale among u. MAZON: A Jewih
Repone to Hunger i proud to tand a a partner in thi hared effort to end hunger in the U..

http://mazon.org/inside-mazon/charity-alone-is-not-the-answer/ (http://mazon.org/inside-
mazon/charity-alone-is-not-the-answer/)



Bible Verses

Isaiah 58:7-8, 10-11
Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your 
house; when you see the naked to cover him, and not to hide yourself from your own 
flesh? Then shall your light break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up 
speedily, your righteousness shall go before you, the glory of the Eternal shall be your 
rear guard. If you shall pour yourself out for the hungry and satisfy the desire of the  
afflicted, then shall your light rise in the darkness and your gloom be as the noonday. 
And the eternal will guide you continually, and satisfy your desire with good things, and 
make your bones strong, and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, 
whose waters fail not.

Ta’anit 20b
When Rav Huna would eat a meal, he would open his door and say, “Whoever is in need, 
let that person come and eat.”

Midrash Vayikra Rabba 34:14
Some say that careful inquiry should be made in regard to beggars who ask for clothing, 
but no inquiries should be made in regard to food. Others say that in regard to clothing 
also no inquiries should be made.

Mishnah Torah 6:6

If a stranger comes and says, “I am hungry. Please give me food,” we are not allowed to 
check to bsee if he is honest or not; we must immediately give him food.


